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After graduation from Purdue University, William Travers began his career as a radiological 
physicist performing evaluation of nuclear power plant licensing issues for the U.S. Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission (NRC).  His early career was punctuated by the accident at Three Mile 
Island in 1979 where he responded and held positions of increasing responsibility in the Office 
of Nuclear Reactor Regulation related to the incident.  Dr. Travers directed the NRC's Three Mile 

Island Project Office and was stationed at the site from 1984 to 1988.  There he assumed responsibility for NRC oversight 
of the cleanup activities and served to carry out extensive public outreach to explain the extensive activities to clean up 
the plant. 
 
In 1988 he assumed new responsibilities as Chief of the Emergency Preparedness Branch where he was able to use his 
experience gained from his activities at Three Mile Island.  He directed the agency's program for developing emergency 
preparedness policy and carrying out licensing reviews, including licensing of the Seabrook and Shoreham Nuclear Power 
Plants.  Subsequently he was appointed as Deputy Associate Director for Advanced Reactors and License Renewal where 
he worked to achieve the first certifications for new reactor designs such as the General Electric Advanced Boiling Water 
Reactor and the Combustion Engineering System 80. In this capacity he led the development and first implementation of 
the NRC requirements for extending nuclear power plant licenses beyond the initial 40 year licensing period.  Most of 
the 103 nuclear power plants in the United States have now been licensed for an additional 20 year period.  
  
Dr. Travers continued at the NRC where he became Director of the Special Projects Office in the Office of Nuclear 
Reactor Regulation. In this capacity he led licensing and inspection activities which were focused on the safety 
evaluation of the Millstone (CT) Nuclear Power Plants.  The plants were shut down for safety concerns and in addition to 
technical evaluations he and his team conducted a significant public outreach program.  He provided leadership by 
serving as the Director of the Spent Fuel Project Office in the Office of Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards.  During 
this time, he established a new organization which focused on issues related to systems for the safe storage and 
transportation of spent nuclear fuel.  Today the “dry” storage systems, which were certified during Dr. Travers tenure, 
are being used to store spent nuclear fuel at most nuclear power plants in the United States. 
 
He continued at the NRC transitioning into the executive management team as the Deputy Executive Director for 
Regulatory Effectiveness where he had responsibility for evaluating and improving regulatory effectiveness in all of the 
NRC’s regulatory programs related to safety and security.  
 
Shortly after that, Dr. Travers was appointed by the Commission and served as the Executive Director for Operations 
from 1998-2004.  In this capacity he carried out the responsibilities of the Chief Operating Officer of the agency where 
he was responsible for over 3000 staff members. He managed day-to-day operations of all aspects of the NRC’s national 
regulatory programs. During this period he also served as the NRC’s representative to the International Atomic Energy 
Agency’s  ( IAEA) Commission on (Nuclear) Safety Standards.  
 
From 2004 through 2007 Dr. Travers served as Regional Administrator, Region II (Atlanta, GA), NRC and led a staff of 
approximately 250 in the conduct of nuclear safety and security inspections at 18 sites with 33 nuclear power reactors, 
and 9 sites with nuclear fuel cycle facilities. His office was also responsible for the licensing of approximately 1500 
nuclear power reactor operators. Regulatory enforcement actions were also conducted as a part of the nuclear 
inspection programs. 
 
He subsequently served as Special Assistant to the Deputy Director General, Department of Nuclear Safety and Security,  
IAEA. He was responsible for providing policy and technical advice on international nuclear safety issues. During his work 
with the IAEA he particularly focused on enhancing Agency activities for assisting countries initiating new nuclear power 
programs. Dr. Travers was also actively involved in the continuing development, implementation and improvement of 
the Agency’s Safety Standards and Safety Review Services. 



 
 
In 2008, Dr. Travers was assigned the position of Director General for the Federal Authority for Nuclear Regulation, an 
entity of the United Arab Emirates (FANR). As Director General, Dr. Travers is responsible for planning and implementing 
a program of nuclear safety, security and safeguards regulation in the UAE. Beginning in late 2008 with 5 staff, Dr. 
Travers became responsible for establishing a capable and credible national nuclear regulatory program for the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE). Today with more than 150 staff FANR, using internationally recognized best practices has 
evaluated and issued more than 500 licenses for the use of radioactive materials. Recently FANR completed an 18 
month evaluation and issued a Construction License for the UAE’s first 2 nuclear power plants. FANR is an active 
participant international programs to enhance nuclear safety, security and safeguards endorsed by the International 
Atomic Energy Agency and maintains important bi-lateral cooperative programs with the USA, Republic of Korea, France, 
and Finland. FANR is also the UAE’s focal point for assuring that the UAE’s international safeguards commitments (i.e. 
nuclear non-proliferation) are implemented. 
 
While at Purdue University he was an Atomic Energy Commission and David Ross Fellow.  He was awarded the rank of 
Distinguished Executive, the highest civilian award, in 2005 by President George W. Bush and numerous awards by the 
USNRC, including 2 Meritorious Service Awards.   
 
Dr. Travers has 3 daughters and they recently vacationed together with his mother, 2 brothers and other family 
members on a cruise (his first) in the Mediterranean.  He is an avid reader and skiing enthusiast.  He continues as an 
interested fan of Purdue football and basketball. 


